Submitting Entries to the Photographic Competition

In 2006 Iwas asked to judge the Photographic Competition for the Hardy Orchid Sacidty

afterwards was asked to produce an article for the joabwlt the competition, and the selection

and preparation of entries for shoMore recently, | have been invited back again to judge in 2015

and 2016;His article is ampdated version of the previous one, reflecting changes in the class
definitions andules, and ten more years' experience taking and judging photographs. My greatest
concern in the last two competitions has been the number of excellent images which have been ruled
out because they do not midéiee requirements of the class

What is the subject of the photograph ?

First of all, | should like to point out that this is a photographic competition. The rarity of a plant,
and the quality and condition of the plant, do not have any influence oesthle though it is hard to
take a good picire of a poor plant.

The nextobservation | would like to make is that all the classes in the Hardy Orchid Society
competiton state a specific subject:

alandscap®r habitat showing orchids in their natural environment

a group ofat least 3 orchid plast

a single orchid plant

a closeup of an orchid, showing one or more entire inflorescence(s)

a closeup of an orchid showing part of an inflorescence

a hardy orchid subject that has been manipulated creatively
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It is important that the main subject awyr photograph matches the subject required for the class
you put it in; if it doesn't, the photograph will not do as well as it should. Pay attention to any rules
specific to the class, in particular the requirementdhgrioup of osingle orchid planimage should
show the whole plafg); in a class with a large numberaitries, images which do not conform to

the requirements of the clags even those which are borderliaeg likely to be ignored.

| think what happens is thabmepeople start fsm an image they want to submit, and then look for a
class to put it in, even if it isn't a good fit. That is a mistake. For example, if you have an image with
two orchid plants in, there isn't a suitable class for it, unless it shows the landscapiéabirha

which they are growing.

Landscape or habitat showing orchids in their natural environment

It is clear that there have been difficulties with the definition of this class, which used to be described
as 'an orchidaceous landscape'. The key ionitdrereis that the photograph should illustrate the
conditions or habitat under which specific orchids grow in the wild.

There is always a difficult judgement to make about what constitutes sufficient ‘habitat’, and some
images flirt with danger in this respedt.only the orchids are in focus, and their surroundings are
soft and blurred, then the image fails to do thisg 1]
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Fig 1: A fascinating image of Dactylorhiza viridis growing in what appears to be asteaded
situation, but the deptbf-field is so shallow that it is hard to be sure of the habitat.

Picturesshowing an orchid spike superimposed on a landscape, with no other foreground, so that it is
impossible to see how and where the plant is growing, fail likewrsether cases the decision is

more marginalif there is any doubt, the image might be bettehe class for a group of orchid

plants.[ Fig 2 3]



7 4 : ‘. : ‘-L‘,'/ Al :*.
1* -~ - >& { T ¢" = 8 Y %\/ a’”’)f X "7

L B S 4 2 g & W i "" e &5
Fig 2 and 3. Two images of Neottia niess in its habitat. For me, the lower image gives a better
impression of the habitat than the upper one, primarily because | can see the trees in the
background.

The image should not be dominated by large orchids in the foreground; nevertirelgigls, should
be a significant element of the imaderig 4]



Fig 4. An evocativeicture of a typical chalk downland orchid habitat, but for me hleeeorchids
are not sufficiently significant in the image, just lending a pink haze to the grass

There is no requirement to include wider landscape or strong landscape features in the irdage, but
remember thathese can give an image structure and ecdéime composition; if you are going to
present only a section of meadow and the orchids within it, then considerable thought needs to be
given as to how best to achieve a strong composition. The best enthissclassshoweda habitat

with orchids inthe foreground, leading away to a wider landscape view in the backgrpbigl5]



